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It is a very special privilege to take part in

thi6:i1~1:et!J!!11!!'9ii:efl

As some of you may know, my father spent many active years
helping to establish the University here in Grand Forks.

I wish he could

see the result of those efforts which were made prior to the turn of the
century.

He was Scotch from the Orkney Islands and had no formal education.

After three years as a cabin boy on fishing boats, he came out as an
apprentice to the Hudson Bay Company, landing in Hudson Bay when he was

17.

He worked his way from there up the Bed River and settled in Grand Forks.
He had a belief that everyone should have an education - because he had so
little himself.
As a small boy in the '90s I used to ride out here with him in a
buggy when the University consisted of four buildings, and I remember in
particular the effort that went into the building of the house for President
Merrifield.

Some of the names that come back to me as of that time are

Babcock, Kennedy, Brannon and Squires.

There were fields of wheat between

here and town and, among other associations, I recall pulling mustard in
those fields and hiking it out to the roadside.

I presume mustard bas been

entirely eliminated from the fields of North Dakota.
Speaking of changing conditions and the early days, you may be
interested in a portion of a letter dated April 20, 1883, written by my
father-in-law, then a young man, to his mother in Vermont.

It reads:

"Grand Forks is really the farthest up the river most of the
steamers go.

La.st year the town boomed.

remains to be seen.

Whether it will continue to do so

One of the most marvelous things I have seen since I

- 1 -

..
came West is the adhesiveness of Red River mud.
mud.

It can't be compared with Red River mud.

in this mud.

People talk of Minneapolis
There isn't a bit of grit

Taste of it and it is as smooth as oil.

Fargo and Grand Forks today is pavements.

The greatest need of

It is not uncommon to see the

wheels of wagons one solid mass of mud, the space between the spokes completely filled.

Yesterday a poor dog got stuck in the mud on the principal street

of the city and attracted a large crowd of amused spectators by endeavors to
extricate himself.

There are few teams in the streets of Grand Forks.

saw one team yesterday but none today.
were unable to pull an empty wagon.

I

On one yesterday two strong horses

In their struggles to tear themselves

adrift, they broke whiffle trees and harness and left the wagon in the street.
The wooden sidewalks by having mud tracked on them become slippery with a
little rain and a stranger, not having his Dakota legs on, frequently slips
and falls on the slippery planks with force enough to smash all his internal
impr?vements and shake out the last vestige of good opinion that he may have
formed of the Red River Valley."
It so happens that it is just 50 years since I left Grand Forks.
Until then I had lived here and had finished my first year at the University.
I had started an engineering course and, as I was lacking in languages, I
enrolled in both French and German that first year.

At the conclusion of

the year Professor Pease called me aside and said that he would pass me in
both languages with the specific proviso that I not come back and take a
second year in either one.

My

linguistic ability being such as it was, and

is, I was only too glad to promise that this would be the case.
About that time my father moved to Oregon to grow fruit trees.
The park between here and town was started by him and we used to call it
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"The Grove".

Growing trees had a fascination for him and it was natural

that he should try his hand at an orchard.
After finishing the year here{'\because of one of your well known
alumni, Tom Campbell,
my father in Oregon.

after visiting
I knew only two or three individuals on the Pacific

Coast but among them was a friend whose son was going to Stanford.

To

illustrate how small events can change the course of a life, this young
man took me to see Stanford University.

Even though it still showed results

of the earthquake damage, I had never seen anything like the campus - palm
trees, gardens, building and playing fields.

After seeing these, he took

me to a lunch counter in Palo Alto where, for the first time, I experienced
loganberry pie ala mode.

I then enrolled in Stanford.

I mention this as there is a fast growing tendency among young
people to try to look too far ahead.

It bas never been easy to do this and

with the rapidly changing conditions which you face, it becomes almost an
impossibility.

Further in this regard, I never had seen an ocean until 1909

and I was sent to Hawaii on 48 hours notice in 1916 because nobody else in
the office would go.

As a result, since that time I have lived in the

middle of the world's largest ocean and, of course, it follows that I like
it.

Look ahead to a situation ' where you will be associated with people from

whom you can learn, with whom you may study; but do not try to look too far.
It is amazing how much one learns in fifty years and how little
of i t ~ is important.
Avoid getting into a groove.

You can get in one whenever you

decide that is what you want, but as a starter keep out of a groove.
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I'm volunteering advice not only because this is commencement
time and so an open season for it, but because each generation advances
on the experience of its predecessors.

If each twenty years we were to

start all over again the human race would never get very far.

So from

among the things I may have learned since leaving Grand Forks, I'll pass
on three that now seem important.
The first is one you may have had drilled into you here at the
University but it will bear emphasis in any case.

In these days of

calculating machines and tape recorders many of the young people that come
our way lack the mental discipline that mathematics and composition instill.
They tend to lean on mechanical aids as a means to avoid thinking.

I

remember seeing one young man walk several hundred feet across the office
to a machine to avoid adding a column of figures.

Though that incident had

· nothing to do with it, it is perhaps significant that he isn't with us
anymore.
In whatever field your fancy takes you - business or law, politics
or teaching - you will be dealing in ideas, actually "selling" others on
your ideas.

To be effective it is not enough to think clearly.

make yourself clearly understood.
disciplines imposed by the three

You have to

So I urge that you retain the mental
11

Rs".

Stay away from calculating ma.chines.

Whenever you are developing an idea, reduce it to writing.

This will, first,

force you to think clearly and, second, insure that you can express what
you think, clearly.
There is no sterner taskmaster than a blank piece of paper.
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Next I must mention the delightful experience of living in Hawaii .
Our newest state is all the travel ads say it is .

But beyond the pleasures

of life in a Pacific paradise bas been the satisfaction of getting to know
and learning to work and live in harmony with people of many races .

We

have, you know, a population that is preponderantly of Oriental ancestry
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in a background of the wonderful native Hawaiians.

But there are Portuguese

and Scotbmen, Negroes and Latvians mingled among the Chinese, Japanese and
Filipinos.

If' there is any doubt that there is but one world, that all men

are brothers under the skin, it has been resolved in Hawaii and it has been
a privilege to share in that resolution.
We in the Pacific feel the world shrinking at an astounding rate.
Recently two military planes flew from the Pacific Coast to Hawaii - 2,100
nautical miles in one hour and fifty minutes - that is better than 1,250
miles an hour.

Pan American

orld Airways now anticipates that ram jet

aircraft will fly from New York to Honolulu in three hours within the next
ten years.
Some of you will be flying to any :part of our world in a few
hours, which fact poses many problems.
understanding the other fellow.
Average U.S. Citizen.
other's customs.

Possibly the most important - not

Intolerance - is a well known trait of Mr.

As a nation we have been arrogant and critical of

Many of us can remember the laughter that the pigtails of

the Chinese laundryman occasioned right here in Grand Forks.

Yet, in the

interval, his country has become one of the great world powers.
In the years ahead you are going to come suddenly face to face
with strange people -- their seemingly ridiculous customs - their strange
manners - odd housing - weired food habits - and widely different ideologies.

If we are to remain a great nation, your generation and those succeeding you
must be tolerant and understanding of the other fellow, study his living and
thinking, try his food and his housing, and realize tba.t to survive and have
a place in this shrinking world, you must help him understand what makes
America tick.
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That the job can be done has been proved time and again right
on this campus.

Recently I bad a letter from a friend of Asiatic ancestry,

Dr. Min Hin Li, who graduated here in 1920.

He writes:

"You wondered how I went to North Dakota.

When I was a student

at Punahou, a U.N.D. alumnus taught me botany and encouraged me to go
there.

I bad nine sisters and brothers.

Soon after four of them came over

and I knew the burden was heavy on my parents.
for a single room furnished at Budge, and
and for 7 days at the Commons!

Just imagine $1.50 a week

$7.00 a week for 3 meals a day

How can I forget what U.N.D. offered me?

"Since then, my friends of those days have come and gone ever so
often to the Islands.

I have kept up our friendships as I cherished such

sincere college and fraternity connections, being in the same fraternity,
the Alpha Tau Omega, which produced Maxwell Anderson, the famous playwright
and my roonunate, Carl Ben Eilson, who was the first American to fly over
the North Pole with Sir Hubert Williams.
"The vigorous life, the barren soil and new blood of many European
races, gave Dakota men of vision.
"I am proud of my alma mater and above all, I am more than glad
you will return there to see a miracle."
Dr. Li's alma mater can also be proud of him.
The fact that in recent years we have all become leaners on the
government must be emphasized.

We are apt to think of the government or

governments as something apart from ourselves and rely on these entities
with great confidence, not realizing tbat we are all leaning on each other.
How long this growing tendency can continue is problematical but the
psychology of the times seems to be, that whenever we face a problem we
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are inclined to think the government should solve it.

Carried to the

logical conclusion the ultimate result of this sort of thinking can only
be chaotic.

This anonymous quotation fits the situation, as I view it "Any government that is big enough to
give you everything you want is big
enough to take everything you've got . "
e are all leaners.

There is a Sugar Act, a

because of the beet industry in this valley.

many of you know

We are particularly amiliar

with it in Hawaii for sugarcane bas been grown there for over 100 years.
The viewpoints of cane and beet growers can be quite divergent but both
areas have become dependent on what government does about sugar.

I wish

that we might enter an era where, instead of more government in our
business and lives, we could be assured it was going to be a decreasing
element.
One result of this increasing leaning tendency may well be that
you may incline to give too much weight in evaluating your
question of security.

uture to the

In considering employment you may give too much

thought to pension plans, separation allowances, profit participations,
group insurance, and other fringe benefits.
well lead to mediocrity and

This seeking for security can

I would again urge that instead of trying to

see far ahead, you select your future work on the basis of the greatest
satisfaction from your individual standpoint.

Do something, by all means,

that you are going to enjoy, that you think you are going to be happy with but do not trade independence of thought and action for security.
Our country's prosperity has been the result of the effort and
thinking and aggressiveness of the individual - this bas resulted in our
system - "free enterprise".

This term was not the result of secure living -
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insurance - pensions or separation allowances.

On the contrary, it was

derived from the fact that our forebears were willing to pioneer, to
seek adventure, rely on their own abilities and, shall we say, take a
chance?

North Dakota was not settled by its pioneers on the basis of

security.
To sunnnarize, then, I suggest for your consideration as you
start out in the world:
First -- Despite the marvels and mechanics of our present age,
there still is no substitute for basic mental discipline which will enable
you to think clearly; to organize your thoughts and to express them with
clarity.
Second --

You are entering a world of shrinking distances, where

human relationships are complex and critical.

Studied efforts on your

part to understand your neighbors and to be tolerant of ideas and customs
dif~erent from your own will enable you to find your way with more
hap~iness and satisfaction.
Third -- Don't let pressures push you into a "security" complex.
Seek adventure, test yourself, your skills, your ideas in our system of
free enterprise.
Finally:

This all adds up to urging that in starting out in the

jet age world you recognize that, as always, you must work with people.
Make certain that you work with people who are learning and growing in
their jobs so that you may learn and grow, too - in the realization
that this plus old-fashioned hard work are the essentials to happiness.
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